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Abstract:

This thesis examines the deep-seated "hypocritical duality” within French
foreign policy and national culture. By analyzing strategic behaviors from the
era of Charles de Gaulle to Emmanuel Macron, this research posits that
French culture manifests characteristics of a "Poppy Culture": possessing an
exterior of aristocratic elegance and romanticism, while harboring a core of
imperialist toxins. The study finds that in major international crises, such as
the wars in Ukraine and Iran (2026), France consistently demonstrates a
pattern of betraying human rights values and allied covenants. This "Imperial
Ghost" is not a series of policy errors, but a cultural essence defined by an
absence of remorse, continuously exporting turmoil and authoritarian logic to
the world.

|. The Drive: Imperial Vanity

e Core Argument: The fundamental driver of French diplomacy is not
universal justice, but a pathological obsession with past imperial glory.

« Analytical Points:

o Theatrical Statecraft: French elites treat international affairs as
a stage for personal and national vanity rather than a
mechanism for solving substantive global issues.

o Elite Narcissism: An investigation into how the French political
establishment (e.g., the Enarchie system) prioritizes the
psychological need for France to remain at the "center” over
global strategic stability.

Il. The Tool: Hypocritical Morality

e« Core Argument: France instrumentalizes the rhetoric of "Human
Rights" and "Justice," treating them as cheap bargaining chips to gain
international prestige.



e Analytical Points:

o Morality as a Fig Leaf: An analysis of how France employs
Enlightenment rhetoric to mask its transactional interests with
autocratic regimes (e.g., Iran and various African nations).

o Selective Justice: A demonstration that France only discusses
human rights when it bears no material cost; once faced with
economic losses—such as energy prices or lost contracts—
moral bottom lines are swiftly abandoned.

lll. The Method: Contractual Betrayal

o Core Argument: France’s distrust of its allies stems fundamentally
from its own cultural lack of will to fulfill allied responsibilities.

« Analytical Points:

o The Gaullist Legacy: An analysis of the double standard of
"enjoying collective security while consistently undermining the
protectors" (e.g., the 1966 withdrawal from NATO'’s integrated
military command).

o Successive Betrayals: Using the "do not humiliate” stance in
Ukraine and the refusal of airspace in the Iran conflict as
evidence of how France collapses Western solidarity at critical
junctures.

IV. The Consequence: Exporting Turmoil

o Core Argument: France does not export democratic stability; it exports
authoritarian genes that trigger long-term chaos.

« Analytical Points:

o Seedbeds of Autocracy: Observations of the frequent rise of
dictators and the degradation of human rights within
the Francophonie (French-speaking world).

o Manufacturers of Disorder: French interventions (e.g., in Libya
and the Sahel) often dismantle local social structures without
establishing the rule of law, ultimately leading to persistent
regional instability.



V. The Essence: The Absence of Remorse

e Core Argument: French culture beautifies opportunism and betrayal
as "diplomatic art," creating a moral closed-loop that rejects self-
reflection.

e Analytical Points:

o Intellectual Arrogance: French elites view their "double-
dealing" as a sign of intellectual superiority rather than a moral
defect.

o The Cycle of Impunity: An argument that the total lack of
remorse ensures France will continue to play the "spoiler" in
future international affairs, remaining the most unstable variable
in the modern order.

Conclusion: The Waning of the Poppy Culture

In summary, the hypocritical duality of French culture is a dangerous "Poppy"
trait. It uses the world’s most beautiful vocabulary—democracy, sovereignty,
autonomy—to cloak its most ignoble actions: betrayal, opportunism, and the
exportation of turmoil. From De Gaulle to Macron, this "Imperial Ghost" has
never vanished, reaching a peak in the betrayals of Ukraine and Iran. As the
world recognizes the toxins beneath this poppy, the French dream of Great
Power status, sustained by false morality, will inevitably face a total collapse
of credibility.
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